Bard High School Early College
2012 Japan Exchange Program 

American Student Application
· All applicants must be in 10th grade, at least 14 years of age at the time of travel to Japan (March 2012) and an American citizen or holder of a green card.  

· Applicants must be in good standing in all of their classes.

· Priority will be given to students who have not previously traveled to the region, if all other qualifications are equal.

· Participation is mandatory throughout the entire program, including pre-departure sessions, pre-trip correspondence with the partner school, all events during the exchange and hosting your exchange partner for 10 days. 

· Cost of travel to Japan (airfare, accident and illness insurance, activity and administrative costs) is $3000.  A partial or full scholarship, however, may be available upon the demonstration of need.   
· The deadline for application to this exchange program is Wednesday, November 21, 2012.  Please deliver completed applications to Siska Brutsaert in room 407.  
Please print or type.
Applicant Name: _________________________________________                                  _____  
___________________


                            (First)


               (Last)
Home Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone:  ______________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Your school activities & area(s) of interest:   ______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Hobbies or other strong extracurricular interests:___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Five terms that best describe you:  ______________________________________________________________________

Names and ages of siblings:  __________________________________________________________________________

Dates, destinations, duration, and purpose (vacation, study, etc.) of prior international travel:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Japan Exchange Program 2012--continued
Please include with your application:

_____  A one-paragraph letter of support from a professor who knows you well.  (This letter can be delivered by the faculty member to Siska Brutsaert or attached in a sealed envelope to your application.)

_____  One essay of approximately 750- 1000 words that responds to each of the following questions. (Please type.)

1. What interests you about this exchange? 
2. Why do you think you would be a good international exchange participant in this program? What are some special characteristics that you would like us to know about you? 

3. What are your ideas for a joint science research project with our sister school in Japan. Why might it be important for this research project collaboration for BHSEC students to go to Japan and Japanese students to come to New York? 
4. How will you share your experience with the rest of the BHSEC community?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

To be completed by parent/guardian:

· I am pleased that my child wishes to participate in this exchange.  I am aware that the exchange requires a home stay and I would be delighted to welcome a Japanese student into our home for approximately 10 days from December 14 to December 23, 2012.  _______ (initials)

· I understand that, if my child is selected for this exchange, I am responsible for payment of $3000 to cover airfare to Japan and other basic costs of this exchange.  _______ (initials) 

· I would, in addition, like to make an additional contribution of $_____ to subsidize the participation of a student otherwise unable to participate in this exchange.  _______ (initials)

· I would, should the opportunity become available, like to apply for a partial or full scholarship to cover the costs of my child’s participation.   _______ (initials)

Parent/Guardian Name:  _________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________________________________________
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